
1 

 

2 Chronicles 33:1-6, 10-18 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Winchester, VA 

Sermon Series: Saving Faith Pastor Paul Krueger 

Saving Faith Confesses June 12, 2016 

 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

fifty-five years.  2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of 

the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites.  3 He rebuilt the high places his 

father Hezekiah had demolished; he also erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah 

poles.  He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them.  4 He built altars in the 

temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “My Name will remain in Jerusalem 

forever.”  5 In both courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry 

hosts.  6 He sacrificed his children in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced 

divination and witchcraft, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists.  He did 

much evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. 
10 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.  11 So 

the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took 

Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him 

to Babylon.  12 In his distress he sought the favor of the LORD his God and humbled himself 

greatly before the God of his ancestors.  13 And when he prayed to him, the LORD was 

moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to 

his kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God. 
14 Afterward he rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, west of the Gihon spring 

in the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate and encircling the hill of Ophel; he also 

made it much higher.  He stationed military commanders in all the fortified cities in Judah. 
15 He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the image from the temple of 

the LORD, as well as all the altars he had built on the temple hill and in Jerusalem; and he 

threw them out of the city.  16 Then he restored the altar of the LORD and sacrificed 

fellowship offerings and thank offerings on it, and told Judah to serve the LORD, the God of 

Israel.  17 The people, however, continued to sacrifice at the high places, but only to 

the LORD their God. 
18 The other events of Manasseh’s reign, including his prayer to his God and the 

words the seers spoke to him in the name of the LORD, the God of Israel, are written in the 

annals of the kings of Israel. 

 

 

To Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 

all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen. 

If you pay much attention to the news, then over the course of the past few weeks you’ve 

probably heard some of the highlights of a court case in Santa Clara County, CA regarding the 

sentencing of a young man named Brock Turner who was charged with assault and rape, was 

found guilty, and was sentenced to six months in a county jail.  Ever since the sentencing last 

Thursday, the media, the internet, and people around the country have been exploding with 

outrage, claiming the punishment is far too lenient for the crime. 
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Our Old Testament lesson this morning tells us about a man who was guilty of many and 

even more heinous sins than the young man from Stanford.  And while he did receive a heavy 

sentence for his crimes against God, what really surprises us with the account of King Manasseh 

is the complete and total pardon he receives when he confesses his sins.   

Today is the last of four weeks where we’ve been looking into the Old Testament to learn 

about the saving faith that God gives us through Jesus and the Word.  One of the lessons we see 

in the Scripture in front of us today is that Saving Faith Confesses.  When we look at Manasseh, 

the first thing we see is the amazing truth that God creates saving faith even in the hearts of the 

most heinous sinners.  And then we see that, in faith, those sinners confess their sins to God and 

trust in His forgiveness. 

Last week we looked at Elijah and the widow of Zarephath.  And if you remember, that 

account took place during the reign of King Ahab of Israel just over one hundred years after 

King David.  Manasseh was became king of the southern kingdom of Judah, about two hundred 

years after that, or roughly 700 seven hundred years before the time of Jesus. 

He was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five 

years.  Manasseh’s father, King Hezekiah, was one of the best kings to rule over Judah since 

David.  Among his accomplishments was a massive religious reformation.  Restoring the temple 

in Jerusalem and worship of the one true God.  No sooner had Hezekiah died, however, than 

Manasseh started an anti-reformation.  It’s almost as though Hezekiah was trying to be the worst 

king that he possibly could.   

Let me read a passage from Deuteronomy 18:  9 When you enter the land the LORD 

your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there.  
10 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who 

practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or 

who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.  12 Anyone who does these things is 

detestable to the LORD; because of these same detestable practices the LORD your God will 

drive out those nations before you.  13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 

Now compare that to what we hear about Manasseh:  He did evil in the eyes of 

the LORD, following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before 

the Israelites.  3 He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had demolished; he also 

erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah poles.  He bowed down to all the starry hosts 

and worshiped them.  4 He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had 

said, “My Name will remain in Jerusalem forever.”  5 In both courts of the temple of the 

LORD, he built altars to all the starry hosts.  6 He sacrificed his children in the fire in the 

Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced divination and witchcraft, sought omens, and consulted 

mediums and spiritists.  He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. 

Everything God had commanded the people not to do, Manasseh did.  To make matters 

worse, as the king he was able to influence the people to do it as well.  And not only that, but 

Manasseh was bold enough to set up these pagan altars right in the courts of the LORD’s temple, 

turning God’s house into a place of ritual sex and public prostitution.  When they refused to put 

an end to those detestable acts, God sent in the King of Assyria and carried them off to captivity, 

as He had just done to the ten Northern tribes some fifty years earlier. 

Mmhmm.  Good.  That is exactly what they deserved, isn’t it?  The worst king Judah had 

ever had and the vile, wicked people that followed his lead, this was their just desserts.  This is 

how the story ought to end.  The punishment fits the crime.  And if we read in tomorrow’s paper 

that Brock Turner had been reassigned to a multiple year sentence in prison we’d nod our heads 
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in agreement and flip to the sports section.  When the guy who went cruising past at ninety miles 

an hour is pulled over on the side of the road a mile down the road, it’s hard not to smile.  And 

maybe all of that is just because we have such a perfect sense of justice, and we’re completely 

vindicated in our judgement.  But I know at least a part of it is that my sinful human nature loves 

to relish in the idea that I’m better than “those kinds” of people.  And if I’m better than them, 

then I don’t mind seeing them get what they deserve.  That sinful motive shows itself when I’m 

the one getting what I deserve.  Then, all of a sudden, I’m not so much a champion of justice. 

But I’m clinging all the harder to the notion that I’m still better than those other people. 

But are we truly better than, “those kinds” of people?  Allow me to read another section 

from Deuteronomy:  7 “You shall have no other gods besides me….  11 “You shall not misuse 

the name of the LORD your God…. 12 Keep the Sabbath holy…  16 “Honor your father and 

your mother, 17 “Do not murder.  18 “Do not commit adultery.  19 “Do not steal.  20 “Do not 

give false testimony against your neighbor.  21 “Do not covet… anything that belongs to 

your neighbor.” 

The more we read God’s law, the more our consciences convict us.  We have coveted 

things that are not ours.  We have gossiped about and slandered our neighbors and friends and 

even our family members.  We have stolen from others by taking advantage of them and not 

giving fully to them in our acts of service.  We’ve had selfish, lustful thoughts about certain 

people, and harmful, hate-filled thoughts about others.  We have dishonored and disrespected our 

parents and others in authority over us, dishonored God’s Word by neglecting to faithfully study 

and apply it, and we’ve dishonored God’s name which we bear as Christians every time we do 

something in opposition to His will.  God tells us that He has made our bodies temples of His 

Holy Spirit, and yet in all of those sinful acts what is we are doing if not setting up something in 

our hearts—some idol in God’s temple—before Him? 

Everything God has commanded us to do we have failed to do.  And everything He has 

commanded us not to do, we’ve done.  And that really is the point of the parable Jesus was 

telling in our Gospel lesson this morning (Lk 7:36-41), the story about the money lender and the 

two men who owed him debts.  The question Jesus was trying to get Simon and the rest of us to 

ask ourselves was not, “Is my debt large or small?” but rather, “Do I realize just how large my 

debt really is?” 

Manasseh was a sinful person.  Brock Turner is a sinful person.  You and I are sinful 

people.  And we all deserve a punishment befitting of our crimes.  In sin, we have turned our 

backs on God so we deserve nothing more than for God to turn His back on us.  But he didn’t.  

Instead, He sent Jesus to take the place of us sinful people and then He turned His back on Him.  

He sent His Son to bear the punishment for our sins.  Punished Jesus, so that rather than turn 

away from us, He could welcome us home with open arms.  And now He calls to us in His Word 

to turn from our sins and trust in the salvation He brings us. 
12 In his distress [Manasseh] sought the favor of the LORD his God and 

humbled himself greatly before the God of his ancestors.  The words of the prophets God 

whom had sent to him, the words his father Hezekiah had shared with him as a little boy about 

the God of mercy and forgiveness all suddenly fell into place.  13 And when he prayed to [the 

LORD], the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him 

back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.   
It’s a pretty powerful picture that we have in the account of Manasseh, such a 

demonstration of the limitlessness of God’s grace.  Even after Manasseh had led thousands upon 

thousands of God’s people into spiritual peril, God still saw fit to forgive him—still had a 
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purpose for him in His Kingdom.  And so, by the power of His Word, God created saving faith in 

Manasseh’s heart.  And so, by the power of His Word, God has created saving faith in our hearts. 

And that faith does something.  It confesses.  Now usually we think of confession we 

think of admitting that we’ve done something wrong.  We can see that in Manasseh, the first 

thing he does is confess his sins, humbling himself before God, pleading, and entreating Him for 

mercy, because he knew he had sinned.  When we look at God’s law and compare it to how 

we’ve lived our lives, we know that we’ve sinned.  And so we must confess our sins to God, 

admit our fault, and entreat Him for mercy.  God’s law shows us there is nothing we can do to 

avoid the punishment we deserve for our sins.  So we plead to God for His gracious forgiveness. 

When God heard Manasseh’s call for help, He led him back from captivity to the 

Assyrians into to the Kingdom of Judah.  But that wasn’t all God did for Manasseh, He had 

promised to send a Savior to free Manasseh from captivity to sin and bring him to his rightful 

place in God’s kingdom.  It was saving faith in that promise that led Manasseh to confess his sins 

and beg for God’s mercy, and it was saving faith in that promise that led Manasseh to confess 

before all of the people that the LORD, He is God, and once again to rid the land of foreign idols 

and restore the temple and the sacrifices and worship to the One True God of Israel. 

When we confess our sins to God, and see the promise of forgiveness through Jesus 

which He gives us in His Word, we must confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  The Spirit compels 

us to reform our lives to live according to God’s will and we answer that calling.  And when we 

fail, we confess once again our sins to the LORD our God, beg for His mercy, and rejoice all the 

more for the grace He showers upon us.  And then we share that grace and forgiveness, and 

confess the good news of salvation for sinful people through Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 


